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not find that any such convention was ever ratified; but it
appears, that there was an agreement concluded, which, by
common consent, was understood to be binding upon each
party respectively, and according to which the proportions
of Great Britain were from the beginning regulated and
founded, The terms of that agreement were. That for the
service at land, his Imperial Majesty should furnish ninety
thousand men, the King of Great Britain forty thousand,
and the States General one hundred and two thousand, of
which there were forty-two thousand intended to supply
their garrisons, and sixty thousand to act against the com-
mon enemy in the field; and with regard to the operations
of the war at sea, they were agreed to be performed jointly
by Great Britain and the States General, the quota of ships
to be furnished for that service being five-eighths on the
part of Great Britain, and three-eighths on the part of the
States General.

" Upon this foot, the war began in the year one thousand
seven hundred and two, at which time the whole yearly ex-
pense of it to England amounted to three millions, seven
hundred and six thousand four hundred ninety-four pounds;
a very great charge, as it was then thought by your Majesty's
subjects, after the short interval of ease they had enjoyed
from the burden of the former war, but yet a very moderate
proportion, in comparison with the load which hath since
been laid upon them: for it appears, by estimates given in
to your Commons, that the sums necessary to carry on the
service for this present year, in the same manner as it was
performed the last year, amount to more than six millions
nine hundred and sixty thousand pounds, besides interest
for the public debts, and the deficiencies accruing the last
year, which two articles require one million one hundred and
forty-three thousand pounds more: so that the whole de-
mands upon your Commons are arisen to more than eight
millions for the present annual supply. We know your
Majesty's tender regard for the welfare of your people, will
make it uneasy to you to hear of so great a pressure as this
upon them; and as we are assured, it will fully convince
your Majesty of the necessity of our present inquiry; so we
beg leave to represent to you, from what causes3 and by what
steps, this immense charge appears to have grown upon us.